Jan 08 The Hulley Herald

The grass withers, the flowers fade, but the word of God abides forever Isa 40v8

Dear friends,

Thank you to you all for your prayers and support over the last few months. We feel very much at home here in the village
now and even when we go on break it is nice to get back home again. God continues to supply strength to keep going even
though some days it’s hard to keep at the task of language and culture studies. Word has got around the various villages and
hamlets that the white people have come and are learning the local language so whenever we travel to town people want to
hear the white people speak their language. Language and culture study is broken down into 4 stages each one progressively
more difficult than the one before. After every six months or so a CLA consultant comes out to evaluate our ability in the
language and our knowledge of the culture. Our first evaluation will take place in February so we’ll find out how far on we
are. Basically we have to get past stage 4 before we are fluent enough to start translation and teaching. At the moment we
can converse on a very basic level with the people which is encouraging. Keep praying!

CLA (Cuiturc and Languagc Acquisition)
Here are a few cultural observations that you might enjoy. We are currently growing pumpkins in our garden and we
were pointing at them to show some people where they were located. Some of the locals told us quite seriously that
we should not point at the pumpkins because they will rot if we do.

The people here are convinced that we white people live off tinned food even though we buy garden food
regularly. Whenever we get ill the people put the sickness down to the fact that we only eat tinned foods and therefore
our stomachs are not strong.

Language study also has its challenges of course. There are many words in the North Wahgi language that begin with
the ng sound (as in swing). It’s hard for us to get our tongues around phrases such as “ngimp ngamp ngo” which
means “something of little importance” (have a try at saying it ©). We are also prone to the usual language blunders
that all people learning a new language have experienced (thankfully nothing too major yet!). Rach commented on the
fact that a baby rain was coming down the road when what she meant was “look a baby pig is coming down the road”!

(_hristmas

Want to get away from all the commercialism of Christmas? Come to PNG. In the bigger shops in town there were
decorations but here in the village, life goes on as usual with no indication as to the festive season. Both we and the
Wilsons bought some Christmas lights to put up in the house and after we turned them on there were quite a bunch
of people gathering to look at them. It makes you wonder what they would think if they saw some of the houses back
home!

It was nice to have Rachel’s mother with us for 6 weeks. We had a mini Christmas day with her before she went
back. It was a great adventure for her especially as she’d never travelled on an aircraft before.

We were able to spend Christmas at Goroka at the NTM base. We were invited to eat Christmas dinner with two
other families but a few days before Christmas we were all ill so we stayed on our own and ate toast! Anyway, a few
days later we were all feeling better and so we had a late Christmas dinner with the people who had invited us.



Fraycr

We would continue to ask you to pray for the people who live here in our
village. Our land owner’s son Felix and his family are Jehovah’s Witness
and are very committed to the cult. The Witnesses are very active in the
area and do regular outreaches around the neighbourhood. We would love
to see them saved from the slavery they are in and we pray that that day

will come.

Many other people are committed to the Catholic Church and pray regularly
to Mary. One of our language helpers is a local Catholic Bishop and is very
busy with his ministry. The Catholics have confession on Wednesdays and
every week the old ladies of the village climb a high mountain in order to
pray.

We long for many to enter into freedom when they hear the truth, some for
the first time* to he hronaht it of darkness and into His marvellous liaht.

| am now 5 and each day | get up is a new mission; some days | am
an army commando, others a fireman or policeman or even a
cowboy or knight. You just never know what | may dress up as! | really
get into the part, but have to put
fimel!

| read a new book each day and my Mam says that my handwriting
is really neat. My Dad and | have nowread s o me
‘secret 7’ books and | l ove the
Indian set for my birthday and an army sef for Christmas so | have my
own playtime adventures too. My Dad and | love to sword fight too.

I loved my Mamgu coming to visit; she read me lots of books told me
lots of stories and even played football outside — she was in goals! It
was special that she was here for my birthday and that we could
have an early Christmas too. We even had Christmas crackers she
had brought. | memorised the Christmas story from Luke 2 v8-20 too.

| loved meeting my Mam-Mam (as Ben and |
call her) too although | took a few days to get
used to her! Now [ like to be lifted to see her

picture and point to her saying, ‘Mam-Mam?!’

| still love to go ‘ow-site’ (outside) and

fetch everyone’s shoes when we are getting

“ f a moready to go out. | especially like climbing
a up and going down the slide. | can say lots

more words now, like ‘dressing gown’ and
‘Joshua’ although Ben is still ‘Buh’ to me.
‘Buh’ is also my word for bugs which | love
especially moths, worms and ‘biders.’

I had no idea what Christmas was all about
but liked the ‘yights’ and tree and wanted them
on all the time. | did enjoy my presents though.

Thank the Lord for strength to keep going through this long stage of CLA

Pray for the people in our village especially Felix and his family that God will open their eyes to the truth

Thank you to God for all the prayer and financial support that allow us to work here.

Daniel and Rachel Hulley
Private Mail Bag 1,

Pray for another family to come and join the work here since the Wilson’s will be going on Furlough in July
Praise that we have all gotten over out illnesses and pray that we would stay health to stay the course of the

work ahead. Banz, WHP,
Pray that in the spiritual battle our team would grow in love and unity knowing that we will come under Papua New Guinea
attack. Email: daniel hulley@ntm.org




